
Ligonier Township Supervisors 
Regular Meeting Minutes 

August 8, 2023 
 
The Supervisors of Ligonier Township met in regular session at 7:00 p.m.  Present were 
Chair, Dan Resenic; Vice Chair, Erik Ross; Secretary/Treasurer, Stephanie Verna 
Supervisor, D. Scott Matson; and Supervisor, John Beaufort. 
 
Also present were Manager, Michael Strelic; Solicitor, Dan Hudock; Engineer, Ben 
Faas; Chief of Police, Michael Matrunics; and Finance Officer, Bethany Caldwell. 
 
Comments from the Public  
There were no comments from the public. 
 
Comments from the Supervisors 
 
Supervisor Matson – No comment 
 
Supervisor Ross – No comment 
 
Supervisor Verna – No comment 
 
Supervisor Beaufort – Reported there were approximately 60 calls among the three 
Volunteer Fire Departments in July; calls included wrecks, house fires, etc.  The annual 
fundraising letter was mailed out to residents.  He wants folks to think about what will 
happen when no one shows up for the calls?  It’s going to happen, and it’s not just in 
Ligonier.  
 
Supervisor Resenic – No comment 
 

• A motion was made by Erik Ross and seconded by Scott Matson to approve the 
minutes from the July 11, 2023 meeting.  Motion carried.  

 
Correspondence List (Note these items are not read aloud.) 
1. Ed Oles – Zoning Hearing Board resignation email  
2. Westmoreland County Association of Township Supervisors event 
3. Westmoreland Comprehensive Plan 2022 annual report 
4. 2024 pension Minimum Municipal Obligation 
 
Manager Report 
Mr. Strelic noted there were 2 additional items of correspondence from the Township 
itself.  Both were requests for letters of support from companies seeking broadband 
grants. 
 
Mr. Knupp retired after 33 years of service!  He put in his time, worked hard and we 
appreciate him.  Not sure if Butch knows how to “slow down” and as such the 
Supervisors pitched in to get him a Lowe’s gift card.  



Engineer Report 
Mr. Faas did not have a report.  
 
Solicitor Report   
Mr. Hudock received a response from MAWC regarding the Act 537 Plan and is working 
with LTMA staff to address it.   
 
Police Report 
Chief Matrunics said there have been a higher than usual number of vehicle wrecks this 
summer, including one fatality and several motorcycle accidents.   
 
Finance Report 
The General Fund’s Budget vs. Actual report for the month of June was given to the 
Board, as well as a grant status update for the second quarter. 
 
Supervisor Verna asked if the typos and inaccuracies were fixed in the DCED STMP 
reports.  Please route the final report(s) to the board.   
 
Treasurer’s Report   
 

 
 
*denotes funds are restricted 
 

• A motion was made by Stephanie Verna and seconded by John Beaufort to 
approve the bills as presented with the exception of check #25685 for $55.10 
payable to the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania (duplicate payment).  Motion 
carried.   

 
Unfinished Business 
Westmoreland County stormwater grant – no update 

• A motion was made by Erik Ross and seconded by Scott Matson to increase the 
manager’s salary to $87,500 for the remainder of 2023, effective August 8, 2023.  
Motion carried.   

Fund Balances (month end) July 
General Fund 549,719$    
General Fund Reserves 1,032,556$ 
Liquid Fuels Tax Fund 416,870$    
Capital Fund Reserves 143,396$    
Ligonier Beach Park Fund 122,213$    
American Rescue Fund 168,853$    
Developer's Fund* 36,323$      
   *Escrow 4,000$        
   *Mill Creek Memorial Park 1,209$        
   *Hi Acres Waterline 31,114$      
Total Funds 2,469,930$ 



Supervisor Verna asked if the motion was a result of an annual review, if goals were 
identified and circulated?  Chairman Resenic responded yes 

Supervisor Resenic said he is satisfied with Mr. Strelic’s performance and thinks it will 
only continue to improve with his learning.  

New Business 

• A motion was made by Erik Ross and seconded by Stephanie Verna to approve 
Resolution 2023-R-16 (pension overpayments).  Motion carried.  

 

• A motion was made by Scott Matson and seconded by Erik Ross to approve 
Resolution 2023-R-17 (tow behind sweeper purchase).  Motion carried.  
 
There was a brief discussion about increasing the 2023 chip-seal program budget 
due to incorrect width measurements on Claycomb Road, and both Wilpen Fire 
Parking Lot and Upper White City Road not being eligible for Liquid Fuels funding so 
$4k needs to be paid out of General Fund.   
 

• A motion was made by Stephanie Verna and seconded by Erik Ross to approve 
Resolution 2023-R-18 (chip-seal program budget increase).  Motion carried.  
 
One of the township’s CDs matured today.  A one year CD has the best interest rate.  
Supervisor Verna suggested staff look at Treasury Bills too since they are 
comparable to the CD investment rates.  
 

• A motion was made by Erik Ross and seconded by Stephanie Verna to approve 
Resolution 2023-R-17 (CD reinvestment).  Motion carried.  
 
The Pechart Plan subdivision and consolidation was reviewed by the Planning 
Commission and they recommended it to the Board for approval. 
 

• A motion was made by Stephanie Verna and seconded by Scott Matson to approve 
the Pechart Plan subdivision and consolidation.  Motion carried.  
 
Supervisor Ross and Mr. Strelic met with the Friends of Ligonier Beach to discuss 
the Ligonier Beach committee appointments.  Their recommendations include: 

   Rob Cronauer, Westmoreland County Conservation District 
   Susan Huba, Loyalhanna Watershed 
   Terrell Funk, Ligonier Township Recreation Board 
   Tom Stickle 
   Jamie Hilliard 
   Janell Emery, Friends of Ligonier Beach 
   Ann Nemick, Go Laurel Highlands  
   Richard Danforth 

 



• A motion was made by Erik Ross and seconded by Scott Matson to appoint Rob 
Cronauer, Susan Huba, Terrell Funk, Tom Stickle, Jamie Hilliard, Janell Emery, Ann 
Nemick and Richard Danforth to the Ligonier Beach study committee.  Motion 
carried.  

 

• A motion was made by Dan Resenic to appoint Paul Essig to the Zoning Hearing 
Board with a term expiring 12/31/2027.  Motion died due to lack of second.  
 
Supervisor Verna suggested the Zoning Hearing Board vacant position be 
advertised and solicit community interest since there aren’t any pressing matters.  
 

• A motion was made by Stephanie Verna and seconded by Erik Ross authorizing Mr. 
Hudock to file against the Sleasman properties on Hotel Road with the Court of 
Common Pleas.  Motion carried.  
 
The Public Works Operator vacancy and Public Works Laborer job description were 
tabled to allow the Public Works Foreman to come on board and analyze the 
department’s needs and the review the job description.  
 

• A motion was made by Erik Ross and seconded by Scott Matson to approve a job 
offer to Lance Griffith, as Public Works Foreman with an annual salary of $72,000 
pending the successful completion of background checks.  There was a roll call vote 
with Supervisors Matson, Ross, and Resenic voting yay; Supervisors Verna and 
Beaufort voting nay.   Motion carried 3:2 

 
Executive Session 
There was no executive session.  
 
Comments from the Public  
There were no public comments.  
 
Comments from the Supervisors 
 
Supervisor Matson – No comment 
 
Supervisor Ross – No comment 
 
Supervisor Verna – Clarified with respect to her vote for the Public Works foreman, it 
was nothing personal, her negative vote was due to the lack of information and she will 
support Mr. Griffith in his new role.  She noted from her travels, the road crew is doing a 
good job maintaining the right-of-ways.  She thanked Butch for 33 years of service that 
is no small feat, he is an important part of this community.   
 
Supervisor Beaufort – No comment 
 
Supervisor Resenic – No comment 
 



• A motion was made by Erik Ross and seconded by Scott Matson to adjourn the 
meeting at 7:31 p.m.  Motion carried. 

 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Bethany Caldwell 
Assistant Secretary/Treasurer  










