
Ligonier Township Supervisors 

Regular Meeting 

January 12, 2015 

 

The Ligonier Township Supervisors met in regular session at 7:01 PM with the Pledge of Allegiance 

opening the meeting. Secretary Bruce Robinson took roll call.  Present were D. Scott Matson, Bruce 

Robinson, Gary Thistlethwaite and Chairman Wade Thomas, Paul Knupp not present. 

 

Supervisor’s Comments/Official Oath of Office 

 

Magisterial District Judge, Denise L. Snyder Thiel performed the Oath of Office swearing in of 

Township Manager, Terry Carcella; Solicitor, Michael Korns; Engineer, Dorothy Boring of The 

Markosky Engineering Group, Inc.; and Assistant Secretary/Treasurer, Roxanne Shadron . 

 

The supervisors went into executive session prior to the Monthly Supervisors Meeting.  Solicitor 

Michael Korns verified that he attended the executive session and the topics discussed were in 

compliance with the Pennsylvania Sunshine Act. 

 

  

Public Comment 

 

No Public Comments 

 

 

 A motion was made by Gary Thistlethwaite and seconded by Bruce Robinson to approve the 

minutes of the December 8, 2015 meeting.  Motion carried. 

 

 A motion was made by Bruce Robinson and seconded by Gary Thistlethwaite to approve the 

minutes of the January 4, 2016 Reorganization meeting.  Motion carried. 

 

Staff Reports 

 

Manager’s Report - Terry informed that 2016 John Deere or Similar Tractor with Mower Deck. VS. 3 

Ton Roller.  Our last repair of the Ford Tractor was as follows: 

 

Parts $645, Hours to repair at $30.30 avg. for 30 hours $909 and equipment was down for 30 plus days 

at $40 per day $1,200 not available for use- $2,754 00. 

 

Plan for new Tractor - Unit would be used for next 20 years.  One unit to replace two antiquated ones.  

 

Peoples Road project- Tree, bank removal and drainage pipe install.  The project is expected to take 

between 2 to 3 weeks winter weather permitting.  

 



 I want to congratulate Laurel Ross and Russ Berkey on their work in administering the grant application 

for “Brallier Road” with Westmoreland County Conservation districts program.  The final check was 

just received by the Township in the amount of $12,215.00; this total grant to improve this road was for 

$25,613.00.  This is a kudo to our two employees.  Russell Berkey is with the Public Works department 

and is the Ligonier Township’s Coordinator of the Dirt and Gravel Road program.  He has been with the 

Township for 8 years.  Laurel Ross is a part time Administrative Assistant for the Public Works and 

Police Department and has been with the Township for four months.   

 

From the re-organizational meeting, an amended amount for the fire hydrant fee should be .07 cents 

instead of .05 cents per front foot assessment.  I would ask the Supervisors to take action on this change 

so we can submit the correct billing documents to the tax collector.   

 

 A motion was made by Bruce Robinson and seconded by Gary Thistlethwaite to amend the 

amount for the fire hydrant fee to $.07 per foot assessment from the previous approved $.05 per 

foot assessment.  Motion carried. 

I am disappointed to hear that Ligonier Borough has verbally dismissed working together on a multi-

municipal comprehensive plan that was previously committed to participate from the previous Council 

in 2015.  We anticipated seeking grant funding and this leaves the project between the two 

municipalities and Laurel Mountain Borough in jeopardy.  Ligonier Township needs a comprehensive 

plan.  A multi-municipal plan would have surveyed the majority of residents in both communities and 

solidify our working relationship. Ligonier Township will move forward with or with participation from 

our neighbors.  I plan on doing the project in-house with assistance from a consultant and the office of 

planning in Westmoreland County.  Our comprehensive plan is from 1990 and was never approved by 

the Supervisor’s and in addition personal issues and private objections hurt both communities at that 

time in our history.  I have often said that communities that fail to plan will eventually plan to fail their 

communities.  Those who do not study the past history of Ligonier are doomed to repeat the miss steps 

of the past.   

 

In closing I want to address the comments submitted in writing from Carol Darr.  Her assessment of the 

past 12 months is totally inaccurate.  The five Supervisors administering the Township today were not a 

part of the problems that started in 2013.  We now have a legal zoning ordinance.  We did not prior to 

December of 2014.  Ligonier Township is in existence for one reason and purpose, to provide services to 

the residents of Ligonier Township.  Taxes remain the same.  The administration of the Township during 

my tenure has produced increased services at no additional cost. We finished the year at the end of 2014 

with a checking balance of $236,000.  We finished the most recent year of 2015 with a checking balance 

of $501,000.  This with significant costs for legal special counsel because of lawsuits initiated prior to 

the tenure of these supervisor’s.  Right-to-Know requests that our staff must research and submit 

documents from last year were costly expenses to the Township and costing our taxpayers thousands of 

dollars.  All of these expenses are expected because the Township has a right and duty to defend itself 

on behalf of all the taxpayers.  So in closing Carol Darr is entitled to her opinion.  It is just that her 

opinion is not supported by the facts.    
 
 
 
 
 



Police Report – Chief Matrunics reported Miles Driven 4,112 
 

Total Street Hours                              808 
Court Hearings                                       7 
DUI Task Force Hours                           9 
Vehicle Accidents (Report)                    3 
Incident Reports                                     7 
Vehicle Code Citations                        15 
Criminal Arrests                                    4 DUI 1 Illegal Drugs 
Burglary Report                                    1 
Theft (Unlawful Taking)             1 
Assist EMS              4 
Assist PSP                                            2 
Assist Ligonier Borough                      2 

 

Engineer’s Report- Dorothy reported on Mill Road Bridge and Zion Church Road Bridge 

replacement request for proposals for manufactured ready structures.  

 

 A motion was made by Scott Matson and seconded by Bruce Robinson to approve Dorothy to 

move forward with bids (bid packets) for the manufactured ready structures for advertisement.  

Motion carried. 

Solicitor’s Report – Michael Korns report that the Selective Insurance has come back with an 

offer for reimbursement on Keith Whipkey and Cynthia Angelo bond claims submitted by the 

Township.  They offered to pay the following: 

 

1) $23,459.22 due to Keith Whipkey’s lack of performance. 

2) $  2,154.76 for Keith Whipkey’s excessive petty cash receipts. 

 

$25,613.98 Total for Keith Whipkey 

 

1) $1,332.00 for filing assistant needed based on the time Cynthia Angelo spent on 

                 non-work related activities. 

2) $   474.28 for the receipt of sale of supplies by Cynthia Angelo 

 

$1,806.28 Total for Cynthia Angelo 

 

Claims were denied for funds being deposited to incorrect accounts as there was no real damage 

to the township. The second set of claims based on Keith Whipkey and Cynthia Angelo doing 

other business on township time trying to proof that and the time spent on non-township work 

respectfully there is no way to proof that or to establish how much time. 

 

Michael Korns recommended accepting the offer by Selective Insurance and close out the claim 

as Selective Insurance has clear documentation and the cost of litigation. 

 

 A motion was made by Bruce Robinson and seconded by Gary Thistlethwaite to accept the offer 

by Selective Insurance based on Michael Korns’s recommendation and to direct our Township 

Manger to execute all forms necessary or reimbursement of the monies  Motion carried 



 

Zoning Officer’s Report- Rich reported the following: 

LIEN LETTER INCOME                        $  2,140.00 

 

ZONING PERMITS    (60)           $  6,320.90 

 

PEDDLER PERMITS   (3)           $     830.00 

 

SIGN PERMITS    (21)           $       90.00 

 

OCCUPANCY PERMITS    (3)          $       30.00 

 

DRIVEWAY PERMITS    (1)          $       25.00 

 

NO-IMPACT HOME BASED BUSINESS    (2)                   $         20.00 

 

DEMOLITION PERMITS    (8)          $      200.00 

 

SEWAGE PERMITS              $   6,985.00 

 

TOTAL INCOME           $ 14,500.90 

 

 

 

 



 

NUISANCE COMPLAINTS 

This office received four (4) complaints during this reporting period.  Two complaints involved 

stray cats in the area of Mill Road.  This office is studying the amount of stray cats in the area to 

determine what action to take.   

One complaint was in regards to a nuisance property on Friendship Lane.  This office is 

investigating.  

One (1) complaint was received regarding a nuisance property on Settler Road.  This residence 

has been brought into compliance.  

OLD BUSINESS 

The Zoning Hearing Board met on December 15, 2015 to hear the appeal of a resident on 

Griffith Rd regarding a fence.  The Zoning Hearing Board denied the appeal.   

There was no Planning Commission in December due to a lack of agenda items.   

NEW BUSINESS 

Reorganization of the Planning Commission and Zoning Hearing will take place at their 

respective January meetings.   

The Planning Commission will begin the process of designing a Comprehensive Plan for 

Ligonier Township at the January meeting.  Anyone wishing to attend the meeting is scheduled 

for January 28, 2016 at 7 PM. 

The Planning Commission will also be taking a look at rezoning a small A-1 area at the borough 

line to C-2. 

Public Hearing – 7:25 PM to 7:39 PM 

After review of our current zoning ordinance with Township Manager, Terry Carcella Mr. Bell had ten 

recommendations that he took to the Planning Commission.  The Planning Commission has approved 

these recommendations and to move forward to the board of supervisors for their approval to move 

forward with advertisement. (See Attachment for recommendations). 

No Public Comment 

 A motion was made by Bruce Robinson and seconded by Gary Thistlethwaite to approve the 

advertisement of the zoning amendments for action at the next township meeting.  Motion 

carried. 







 



 



 



 



  



 



  





 Correspondence 

 

1. Thank you email from resident. 

 

Treasurer’s Report-Terry Carcella stated that the General Fund account balance is 

$408,886.27, the Act13 account balance is $130,895.81, the K-9 account balance is 

$77,200.00, the Liquid Fuels account balance is $39,487.30 the Developer’s account 

balance is $12,550.00, and the Liquid Fuels Investment Account is $9,849.01 for a total of 

$678,868.39.  No action required. 

 

 A motion was made by Bruce Robinson and seconded by Gary Thistlethwaite to approve to pay 

bills of December 2015 and January 11, 2016 bill payment list.  Motion carried. 

 

Old Business 

 

 A motion was made by Gary Thistlethwaite and seconded by Wade Thomas to accept LVTech’s 

proposal of approximately $53,554.30 for IT/Phone/Security and support.  Motion carried. 

 

Michael Korns stated that he there are two resolutions one being new business and both dealing with the 

same matter.  Last months’ meeting residents petitioned on abandoned alley and there was a resident 

with concern closing the alley. 

 

 A motion was made by Bruce Robinson and seconded by Gary Thistlethwaite to conditionally 

approve the resolution 03-2016 Motion carried. 

 

 A motion was made by Bruce Robinson and seconded by Gary Thistlethwaite to approve the 

resolution 04-2016 Motion carried. 

 

 

New Business 

 

Wade Thomas reported the appointment of the following committees for 2016: 

 

 Personnel – Bruce Robinson and Gary Thistlethwaite 

 Public Safety – Scott Matson and Paul Knupp 

 Public Works – Gary Thistlethwaite and Paul Knupp 

 Building/Facilities – Wade Thomas and Scott Matson 

 

 

Township Auditors re-organization report, Terry stated that they had their meeting and reaffirmed that 

they are no road masters to assign stipends and the supervisor’s stipend is $2,500.00 per year and that 

Bruce Robinson and Wade Thomas declined their stipend for year 2016. 

 

 

 



Michael Korns stated that an application was received by Laurel Highlands Cable Franchise to supply 

cable services to the township residents. 

 

 A motion was made by Bruce Robinson and seconded by Gary Thistlethwaite to accept Laurel 

Highland’s Cable Agreement.  Motion carried 

 

 A motion was made by Bruce Robinson and seconded by Gary Thistlethwaite to accept James 

Friscarcella as Sgt. K-9 officer.  Motion carried. 

 

Chief Matrunics announced the promotion of Brett Markle to full-time patrolman. 

 

 A motion was made by Bruce Robinson and seconded by Gary Thistlethwaite to accept 

Patrolman, Chase Mollomo’s resignation with regrets.  Motion carried. 

 

The supervisors went into executive session at 8:03 pm and returned at 8:15 pm.  Solicitor Michael 

Korns verified that he attended the executive session and the topics discussed were in compliance 

with the Pennsylvania Sunshine Act. 

 

Supervisor Scott Matson – No Comment. 

 

Supervisor Paul Knupp – Not Present. 

  

Supervisor Bruce Robinson – No Comment. 

 

Supervisor Gary Thistlethwaite – No Comment. 

 

Supervisor Wade Thomas – No Comment. 

 

 A motion was made by Gary Thistlethwaite and seconded by Bruce Robinson to adjourn the 

meeting at 8:16 PM.  Motion carried. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Roxanne Shadron 

Assistant Secretary/Treasurer  


